
White Water Leader 
A white water leader (WWL) can take a group of up 4 to 6 people down grade 2(3) rivers, keeping 

them safe and giving them an enjoyable experience. 

A WWL may be qualified in either kayak or canoe and can only lead the type of craft they are 

qualified for. 

For the club having WWL means we can run trips on any part of the Dee and rivers further afield. 

The WWL can volunteer to run a trip for the club, and the club trusts that WWL to organise and run 

the trip. 

Becoming a WWL 
There are several pre-requisites and an assessment. The prerequisites are two day outdoor first aid, 

white water safety and rescue course, and PVG (child protection). The club can assist with the pre-

requisites by arranging group courses and helping with the funding. 

Training is offered by providers but is not mandatory, and the other leaders in the club can mentor 

and support aspirant leaders. Training includes organising a trip, briefing the paddlers, safety 

equipment, on water leadership. There is plenty on online guidance also. 

Boat skills are to be comfortable putting your boat anywhere on grade 2(3) rapids and being able to 

roll on both sides in the flow. 

The club has a group of paddlers working towards assessment in summer of 2024. This group can 

peer paddle and role play being leader in turn and give feed back on the way they are lead. 

The assessment happens over one day, leading a group of mock students on a section of the river 

that has grade 1, 2 and 3 rapids. The cost of an assessment is *. 

Being a WWL 
As a WWL in the club you can volunteer to run club trips within remit, either by yourself or with 

other leaders. 

The WWL has full control of the trip, deciding the venue, number of paddlers, experience of the 

paddlers, and can modify this based on conditions such as river level. 

When leading a trip the leader carries the appropriate safety equipment in their boat, the club can 

provide these, depending on the conditions what is required varies but would include a first aid kit 

and sling. 

The first aid must be refreshed every * years. 

The safeguarding training is refreshed every * years. 

The PVG is refreshed every * years. 

The WWL is not tied to the club and can operate independently. 


